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CRYPTOSPORIDIOSIS & 
ITS ECONOMIC IMPACT 

MSD442_Bovilis_Cryptium_Technical_Brochure_(Unbranded)_V4.indd   1MSD442_Bovilis_Cryptium_Technical_Brochure_(Unbranded)_V4.indd   1 12/10/2023   09:0312/10/2023   09:03



Cryptosporidiosis Cryptosporidium
Most common pathogen 
in the first month

Cryptosporidium parvum is a very common and challenging issue  
plaguing today’s farms. 

Neonatal Calf Diarrhea (NCD) is the leading cause of morbidity 
and mortality in newborn calves worldwide. Cryptosporidiosis is 
the most seen pathogen.1

Calf scours is the most common cause of death in calves 
less than 1 month old.3 

C. parvum, coronavirus, rotavirus and E. coli are the four 
major NCD pathogens.4,5

Highly 
contagious and  
prevalent 
parasite.

Seen as  
most 
challenging 
NCD pathogen  
by farmers.2
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Oocyst
shedding occurs
4-12 days after

infection 
and lasts
1-2 weeks

As few as ˜17 
oocysts for infection

Over 
10,000,000,000

oocysts shed per day

After infection with only 17 oocysts, a calf can get 
Cryptosporidiosis and starts shedding oocysts.6

To put this number into context, a naturally infected  
6-day-old calf can shed billions of oocysts per day.7 

These oocysts can survive for months in the environment 
and are not easily killed by disinfectants.8

Cryptosporidium
Lifecycle & 
infection rate
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Calves that experienced severe cryptosporidiosis as neonates 
show a significantly reduced live weight gain compared to 
calves with no clinical signs.9

Studies suggest calf diarrhea can increase the calf’s chances of 
experiencing Bovine Respiratory Disease (BRD) in the future.11,12

DAIRY LOSSES
(CALF DIARRHEA)

BEEF LOSSES
(CRYPTOSPORIDIOSIS)

€35.98
Reduced 
average 

growth rate 
of 0.1 kg/ 

day for  
180 days10

€22.69
Mortality 

rate of 
4% due to 

scours /  
100 cows10 

€8.71
Treatment 
costs, 30% 

of calves 
receive 

treatment /  
100 cows10

- 34 kg
Average difference in 

weight gain at 6 months9 

Economic impact Economic impact
Growth, treatment  
& labor

Morbidity of  
other diseases

€161
LOSS

in direct sales  
per beef calf 9

€67.25
COST

per dairy calf

17 x
MORE LIKELY  

TO DEVELOP 
PNEUMONIA13
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To fi nd out more, please contact 
your veterinarian today.

Please scan for further information
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